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A word from the Editor
The more perceptive among you (and those hardy volunteer road stewards who deliver 
this quarterly tome) may have noticed that we have increased the pagination of The 
Resident. This enables us to cover a greater proportion of news and events pertinent to 
the village. We’ll bring you regular updates from the Chair, in-depth reports on different 
aspects of Woking Borough Council’s new Core Strategy (see article on page 4), the 
Arts and more from schools and groups active in Horsell. If you represent a group in 
the area, do send us your news, which we can publicise through this magazine and our 
online channels.
It is the HRA AGM in April (see agenda below). Please come along to hear all that is 
going on and get involved.
Happy reading! 

Linda
Linda’s Email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

For the blog and twitter feed, contact Greta 
Greta’s Email: horsellresident@gmail.com 
Blog: http://horsellresident.wordpress.com 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/Horsellresident

The Resident print magazine: Linda Banks – email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com
HRA blog and twitter feed: Greta Hughson – email: horsellresident@gmail.com
Advertising: Peter Hobbs – email: peter-hobbs@rocketmail.com
NEXT ISSUE: Summer 2013 – copy deadline 19th April.

AGENDA
1.  Apologies for absence.
2.   Minutes of the 7th AGM of Horsell 

Residents’ Association Ltd.
3.  Matters arising.
4.  Chairman’s report.
5.  Treasurer’s report.
6.  Election of Directors.
7.   Election of members to the Committee.

8.  Any other relevant business.

9.  Guest Speaker from McLaren Group.

Non-members wishing to attend 
the AGM are welcome to join the 
Association on the evening. New 
membership is available on household 
basis (annual or life, at either normal or 
retired rates, as detailed on the form  
on page 15 of this magazine).

HORSELL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION LTD
The 8th Annual General Meeting of the Company  

will be held at The Village Hall, High Street,  
Horsell, on Friday, 12th April 2013.  

Commencing at 7.30 pm – Doors open 7.15 pm.
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Let your child join the 
fun! Highly qualified 

experienced teachers.  
No other school in 

Surrey is more qualified! 

Modern    Tap    Ballet    Commercial Jazz     
Musical Theatre    Singing    Drama 

Based in Horsell 
Village Hall with 

classes held during 
the week and on a 

Saturday 

              Patron Matt Flint  
      (winner of so you think you can dance) 

Classes from as little as £5.00 

         Come and see how we can help your

    child reach their full potential

Independent Day School for Girls & Boys aged 3-13

www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk

Open Mornings
Register now for 2014, 2015 and beyond

Friday 15 March 9.00am – 11.30am 
Friday 24 May 9.00am – 11.00am

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943

Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote and provide 
for the advancement of education

NEWS

(01483) 726 146 | morrlaw.com

Contact Michael Kirtley | michael.kirtley@morrlaw.com

R E D H I L L   |   W O K I N G   |    W I M B L E D O N   |    C A M B E R L E Y

2nd Floor, Cleary Court, 169 Church Street East, 
Woking, Surrey GU21 6HJ

Looking after you, your family
and your business

• Wills
• Probate
• Tax planning
• Residential 
 conveyancing
• Personal injury

• Family
• Employment
• Debt recovery
• Dispute resolution
• Corporate & Commercial
• Commercial property

Local legal experts

‘Quite outstanding 
diligence, tenacity and 
patience in this transaction 
and gave us wise counsel.’
Recent Morrisons Solicitors client

We are pleased to announce that Simon Lake, General Manager at McLaren Group, will give the keynote address at the HRAL 
AGM on 12th April. Following a successful early career in property with Fidelity Investments, Prudential and Chesterton, Simon moved to 
Toyota. In 2001 the company entered Formula 1 motor racing and he became involved in logistics operations for the Toyota test and race 
team. In 2007 he became McLaren Group’s General Manager, where he is responsible for managing the operations, McLaren campus, 
property portfolio, McLaren Group’s environmental activities, new projects and a myriad of activities that fall into the ‘general’ category. 
Come along for what is sure to be an entertaining and informative evening.

AGM Speaker

New ideas
This past year has seen an almost feverish amount  
of activity at Horsell Residents’ Association, so 
I’d like to tell you how 2013 looks to us.

Clearly, with our Chair Janice Worgan still very 
poorly, I am continuing in the Chair until the AGM 
on 12th April, at which time I hope you will elect 
someone who can lead us through the next few 
years. I do encourage you to come to the AGM, 
if only to hear our guest speaker from McLaren 
Group, who will be very interesting.

In the meantime we have been working to develop 
The Resident magazine. We are increasing the 
size, scope and advertising revenues so that it 
more fully reflects the lively village in which we 
live. One new aspect will be a regular column 
like this through which the (Acting) Chair will tell 

you what we have been discussing at committee 
meetings, what challenges we see ahead and 
what we propose to do about them.

We are fortunate to have a number of very wise 
heads guiding us, such as our President Dorothy 
Smith and long-standing member Michael 
Gammon. Our thinking is that the Committee 
oversees the work being done in smaller, more 
focused teams, such as those for the Village 
Show and the Second Thursday Club. This 
provides opportunities for residents to work with 
us in a more formal way on the Committee or in 
an ad hoc way on one of the ‘action teams’ – so 
something for everyone!

HRA has an important responsibility to work 
with the County and Borough Councils as they 
plan and implement infrastructure changes and 
give or refuse planning approval to developers’ 

ideas. This now has a strategic dimension 
because Woking Borough Council has approved 
its Core Strategy, which underpins plans for 
the next 15 years. The Resident will feature 
important elements of this in coming editions and 
I hope you will contact us with any thoughts or 
concerns. We plan to set up a sub-committee 
to provide on-going liaison and closely monitor 
policies introduced over the next few years. The 
first article in this series is on page 4.

However, as the Horsell Jubilation and the 
Christmas Fair demonstrate, village life is a lot 
more than stopping things and ‘monitoring’ – 
it’s about making fun things happen, bringing 
business into the village shops and building 
funds for community action in the future. 

See you at the AGM!

Tony Kremer, Acting Chair
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Janice Worgan
Janice is making a slow but steady recovery. After 
spells in Atkinson Morley and St Peter’s hospitals, 
she has been transferred to the specialist neuro 
rehabilitation Bradley Unit at Woking Community 
Hospital where she is receiving excellent treat- 
ment. She is likely to remain there for some time 
until her mobility improves, although it is hoped 
that she can make brief visits home soon. She 
also enjoys having visitors.

Why not try bowls?
Horsell Bowling Club’s new season starts on 
Saturday, 13th April, between 10am and 1pm. 
This is the ideal time to come along and see 
whether playing bowls is the sport for you.
Novice and experienced players are welcome to 
have a try out and chat at the clubhouse in Queen 
Elizabeth Gardens, next to Horsell Village Hall. 
All equipment is provided, so just wear flat shoes. 
Come and meet the friendly members of Horsell 
Bowling Club. Tel: 01483 480131 or 760170, or 
email valjo.challiss@sky.com for more details.

Bedser bridge
The new Bedser bridge over the Basingstoke 
canal by the new WWF site has been put in place 
and should be open for use this Spring.

Competition winner
Thank you to everyone who took the time to enter 
what turned out to be our challenging Christmas 
competition. Only one entrant got all the correct 
answers. Congratulations to the winner of the 
£20 prize, who lives in Horsell Park. The full list 
of answers is on the magazine section of the 
HRA blog.

In Accord 10th anniversary
Local youth choir In Accord will be celebrating its 
10th year with a spectacular charity concert at 
Mercedes Benz World in Weybridge on Saturday, 
June 29th. Contact Arthur Turner for details on: 
01483 772487 or 0776 430 4308.

Village Show
The Village Show will be held from 2.30pm on 
Saturday, 27th July at Horsell Church of England 
Junior School in Meadway Drive. To book a craft 
stall, donate raffle or tombola prizes or offer your 
help in any way please call Marion Piper on 
855108. www.horsellvillageshow.co.uk

Core Strategy plan
Woking Borough has now adopted its Core 
Strategy. This will replace most of the policies 
in the current Woking Local Plan (1999). Long 
live the Core Strategy of 2012! This is the key 
Local Development Document that underpins 
the direction of development that is to happen 
over the next 15 years, providing the strategic 
framework for growth and enrichment of our 
environment. It sets a clear vision of what the 
Borough will look like by 2027 and a clear sense 
of how that vision will be achieved.
It will affect the town centre most, of course, but 
also all of the surrounding villages, including our 
own. It ensures that development is supported by  
necessary community infrastructure, such as day  
centres, leisure facilities and recreational facilities  
for the young. How it affects us here in Horsell will 
be covered in a series of articles in forthcoming 
editions of The Resident. We need to understand 
what opportunities there will be to influence the 
way the strategy is implemented, and when.
The Localism Act allows us much more scope 
for community participation in planning our 
futures than ever before. We could even set 
up a Neighbourhood Forum and designate 
Horsell as a Neighbourhood Area and prepare 
a Neighbourhood Plan to influence the planning  
decisions of the Council. This would be a 
document that the Council would have to 
consider in all planning decisions that would 
affect Horsell. So one of the decisions we have 
to make in the coming months is whether to start 
down the path of creating a Forum (or not) to 
prepare a Neighbourhood Plan.
At first sight there is not a strong reason for doing 
so, but the more we are dissatisfied with where 
we are and what is planned for us, the stronger 
the reason for taking more control ourselves.
Some of the aspects we might want to discuss, 
and possibly change, for example, include 
arguing for a greater proportion of affordable 
housing than the 35 per cent proposed. But, as 
there is only a small number planned for Horsell, 
would that be significant? And we could try to 

influence the use of any Green Belt land, as there 
are 550 dwellings planned for Woking post-2022.
However, we should have ample opportunity for 
input when the Green Belt boundary review is 
being carried out.
So, the broad picture does not look threatening for 
Horsell, in my opinion. Future articles will describe 
the proposals for parking, for building design 
and for social and community infrastructure, as 
there may well be good opportunities for us to 
influence the Council’s plans in these areas.
Documents can be viewed online at www.
woking2027.info/corestrategy.
Tony Kremer

Garden Safari 
The weekend of 15th and 16th June will host the 
11th year of Horsell Garden Safari and the key 
to making it work is NEW gardens. We need six 
to eight unexplored gardens this time, as well 
as those of the regulars who have supported us 
over the years. Do you have a garden that you 
would like to open, or do you have a neighbour 
who has a lovely garden? 
Horsell Village Hall is undergoing major rebuilding 
work and all the much-needed funds raised will 
be put towards this project. We need your help to 
make this year as successful as ever. 
We have linked up with the Friends of Woking 
Community Hospital (WCH) and its annual plant 
sale will be held in the open garden at Little 
Upton, Ridgeway during Safari weekend. 
The sale will raise funds for the Bradley Unit 
at WCH, a centre of excellence for neuro 
rehabilitation services in Surrey. The new, larger 
unit will have 20 beds, serving patients with 
brain damage or mobility problems following 
strokes or car accidents. The NHS can only 
provide conventional showers, which mean that 
patients need help to wash themselves and  
when using the toilets. 
Therefore funds from 
the plant sale will go 
towards a new wet 
room with wheelchair 
access, together with 
hoists and slings.
Please ring 01483 
761455 or 01483 
764521 for more 
information.
Penny Kramer

Scouts and Guides 
Grand May Fayre
Plans are well underway for the 35th Horsell 
Scouts and Guides Grand May Fayre. It will 
be held at the Wheatsheaf Recreation Ground 
on Bank Holiday Monday, 6th May, from 
12 noon until 4.30pm. This long-established  
Woking community fair is the major fundraising 
event for the Horsell Scout and Guide group. 
This year is particularly important as we look to 
fully equip the soon-to-be-built new HQ!
Last year the weather was not particularly kind 
to us, but this year we are much better prepared 
for the occasional inclement spell as we have 
invited a flock of Indian Runner ducks to roam 
around the May Fayre arena. This is not as 
completely quackers as it may seem, as to keep  

them under control we have a champion herd of  
Welsh sheepdogs under the watchful eye of a  
national Welsh champion shepherd. Terms such  
as ‘Come-bye, away, walk on, LIE DOWN’ plus a  
series of weird, but obviously tuneful, whistles will 
all go towards making this a truly special event. 
These commands mean so much to the highly 
trained sheepdogs, but I wonder if they would 
be as successful with a herd (or is it heard?) 
of Beaver Scouts under the command of their 
highly trained Beaver leaders?
We also have an exciting display of Second 
World War military vehicles ranging from fighting  
vehicles to ambulances. Some will be static 
displays with all their original equipment and 
others will parade round the arena to music and 
a full description of the vehicle. I’m really looking 
forward to this!
The May Fayre would be nothing without The 

Summerscales Performers. Previously known as  
the Karen Clark Theatre School, these young, 
enthusiastic dancers are a real joy to watch. 
Music lovers will remember the singing duo 
Whitney and Stilwell who sang and played so 
successfully last year. They went down so well 
that they are back by popular demand. 
Phew! Is this all going to be TOO exciting? Why  
don’t you just come along to find out for yourself?
We are very grateful for the support of our 2013 
May Fayre sponsors: Crownwood, Harvey Water  
Softeners and 
Seymours Estate 
Agents, Horsell.
Richard Mackie
Sheepdogs will be 
keeping the ducks  
in order.  
Photo: Glenda Gordon

NEWS

The members on President’s Day. Photo: Tricia Nigh

We need your garden. 
Photo: Penny Kramer



So, if you instruct us to sell your 
 property throughout March and April, 

 we’ll send a gardener to give 
 your garden a makeover*.

Looking to make your next move? 
 Contact your nearest branch to find 

 out how we can help.

At Seymours, we 
understand that it’s 

 the little things that
make the difference.

AddleStone 
Tel: 01932 846898

BurphAm 
Tel: 01483 300667

CrAnleigh 
Tel: 01483 267070

godAlming 
Tel: 01483 420555

guildford 
Tel: 01483 576833

horSell 
Tel: 01483 755222

ripley 
Tel: 01483 211644

KnAphill 
Tel: 01483 798969

WeSt Byfleet 
Tel: 01932 354494

WoKing 
Tel: 01483 757700

WorpleSdon 
Tel: 01483 572547

* For full terms and conditions please contact your local branch.

  Please note if you have instructed another estate agent, we would 
advise you check your agreement to ensure you are not liable for 
more than one commission when instructing Seymours as your agent.

Seymours. 
Large enough to 

make an impression, 
small enough  

to care.

And let Seymours get 
your garden in shape 
for Spring.

hAng up 
thoSe BootS

HOMEOWNERS THROugHOuT WEST SuRREy LikE uS.  
yOu cAN, TOO. JOiN OuR FAcEbOOk cOMMuNiTy.
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SECOND THURSDAY CLUB
Christmas Fair 2012
Judging by the crowds on 30th November, most  
of you already know how successful our first 
Christmas Fair was! We estimate about 1,250 
people came along at some stage of the evening.
The evening of the Fair also saw the trial launch 
of the Horsell Film Club. We plan to run a couple 
more films in the Village Hall to see if there is 
enough demand to invest in the necessary 
projection equipment, so watch out for posters 
advertising the films – or check our website 
www.horsellstc.org.uk.

Christmas Post
Not so successful was the charity post to 
addresses in Horsell!  But we will advertise it 
better next year and re-launch it with enthusiasm.

Community Choir
The community choir idea has seen a lot 
of interest. This is to be strictly amateur; no 
auditions, no competitions, no reading music or 
learning words and, despite all this, harmony will 
be spread across Horsell. Sessions take place 
weekly, starting on Tuesday, 5th March from 
7-9pm (which will be a FREE taster session) in 
the lower room in the Village Hall.
The group will be led by Anna Tabbush, an 
experienced choir leader, who already has an 
established choir, Guildford Vox. She will teach 
contemporary and traditional songs from the 
British Isles and around the world.
Geoff Hughes took his rather rusty voice along 
to Guildford Vox recently and returned refreshed 
and stimulated to do some more singing. He 
reported: “Anna is a super choir leader, teaches 
part singing without the aid of any instruments 
other than her own lovely voice and a great sense 
of humour. I found the songs we rehearsed to 
be appealing and musically interesting but well 
within the capability of amateurs.” 

Over 100 trees of all shapes, sizes and materials 
traditional and modern adorned St Mary’s church during 
the Christmas Tree Festival and while visitors voted for 
their favourites they were treated to music from local choirs  

Visitors bustled in the craft marquee

All ages joined in with carols in the High Street

Xenia Norman selling her Horsell 
Preserves in the craft marquee

HRA President Dorothy Smith (left) greets  
Woking Mayor Michael Smith and Mayoress Anne Murray
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Pares Woodland  
Garden
When the winter leaves us we will see how 
successful the planting has been. We will lay 
new paths and make seats and tables from 
timber. We hope to have an opening ceremony 
too in late Spring. 

Young Historians and 
HG Wells events
We are also hard at work developing family 
activities with a historical theme. We have ideas 
around treasure hunts, the first of which may 
coincide with the anniversary of the Queen’s 
Coronation in early June, other activity days in 
the holidays, some research leading towards the 
2014 centenary of World War I and not forgetting 
the role Horsell played in H G Wells’ novel The 
War of the Worlds.

CONTACT US  
AND JOIN IN
The STC is the action arm of the HRA. 
Drop us a line at secondthursdayclub@
gmail.com or come along on the second 
Thursday of each month at 8pm to Birch 
House, Horsell Birch. See you there! 
For the latest news on all of these projects, 
visit the website: www.horsellstc.org.ukViews of Pares Woodland Garden

All photos pages 6 and 7 by Geoff Banks.
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Woking Association of Neighbourhood Watches 
(WAN) is the voluntary organisation in the Borough  
that provides a connection between the Surrey 
Police Safer Neighbourhood Teams and residents.  
Its purpose is to raise awareness of local crime 
incidents to residents via the Neighbourhood  
Watch (NhW) teams of Road Coordinators by  
directly relaying police communications. Recently,  
WAN has extended its organisation to incorporate 
Area Coordinators to align with each of the nine 
police wards.

We asked the NhW Coordinator for Horsell, Alan 
Taylor, what prompted him to volunteer and what 
his role involves.

Following retirement as a senior project manager 
with an international IT company, Alan wanted 
something to stimulate his mind that he could 
manage around his many hobbies and interests. 
He explained: “I initially accepted an opportunity 
to form a Watch in my road and very much 
enjoyed meeting my neighbours, many of whom 

I did not know, as well as feeling that I was doing 
something useful for my immediate community.

“I must have been doing OK as after about a year  
I was invited to join the WAN Committee. This 
drew me closer to the local police team’s activities, 
and I was impressed by their commitment to the 
local community. 

“As a Committee member, I have been involved 
with the introduction of Area Coordinators – even  
if this found me volunteering for this role in 
Horsell and extra work. The aim is to put a local 
face on WAN by making myself known to existing 
Road Coordinators and to be available to handle 
questions or offer support. A mission of WAN is to  
expand the number of Woking residences 
included in NhW. In Horsell, just 27 per cent of 
roads are included in the NhW scheme and yet 
Surrey Police state that NhW effectively reduces  
crime in 79 per cent of cases. Research also  
reveals that it consistently generates feelings  
of safety and reassurance which lead to an 

increased sense of community cohesion.

“I find it hard to understand why more residents 
don’t sign up to NhW; it costs nothing to join, 
no subscription costs and you receive free 
up-to-date local and relevant crime information 
and security advice from the police. 

“While there is a real interest in the security 
assurance that NhW provides, people seem  
reluctant to come forward to be that all-important 
Road Coordinator and I guess this is under- 
standable given the time pressures we are all 
under.  However, it is a rewarding activity and not 
as much work as you think. Essentially it requires 
a person to act as a conduit between the police, 
WAN and local residents, using email and a few 
printed deliveries of information. Please contact 
me for more information.”

Alan can be reached on Tel: 01483 766816 or 
email horsell_area_coordinator@wanw.org.uk

Meet new NSO
Hello. My name is Rebecca Holder and I am 
the new Neighbourhood Specialist Officer 
(NSO) covering the Horsell area. I’ve been 
a Police Officer for almost 21 years, starting 
in North Surrey (Elmbridge and Runnymede) 
before moving to the Child Protection Team 
at Woking, back to TPT Response Policing in 
Byfleet, from there to the Force Control Room 
and then to Horsell, so it has been a long 
journey to where I am today!

I’ve been in this post since November 2012 
and it’s been an interesting learning curve. I 
feel lucky to have already met some lovely 
people and have a very good guide in PCSO 
Derek Slee. I have been to one panel meeting 
that was very well attended, and by the time 
this publication goes to press we should have 
had our next one and will have fed back on our 
actions around the concerns raised. We would 
love to see you at our panel meetings. Our 

next meeting is provisionally booked for 10th 
April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall – check the 
notice boards in the village for confirmation 
posters nearer the time. Apparently it’s my 
turn to bring the cakes!  

In January we had a day of action in Horsell. 
This involved targeting motorists at sites 
on Brewery Road and Chobham Road and 
unfortunately we stopped numerous motorists 
either on their mobile phones or speeding, 
both very dangerous practices, particularly in 
a 30mph speed limit, residential area. 

We also had a stand in the High Street offering 
free property marking and crime prevention 
advice. Unfortunately, it was freezing, so we 
didn’t get as many customers as we might 
have hoped, but we plan to run the stand 
again soon. 

Car crime is high on our agenda at the moment 
and we would encourage all motorists to 
make sure they do not leave any valuables 

on display in their cars, 
even for a short while. 
‘Gone in 60 Seconds’ 
is the name of the 
campaign and here are some tips to keeping 
your property secure: always lock and secure 
your vehicle and close the windows and 
sunroof, even if you are only paying for petrol; 
remove all personal possessions, not just sat 
navs, laptops and mobile phones, but also 
loose change and clothing; look after your car 
keys and keep them out of sight and secure; 
secure your number plate with tamper-proof 
screws or clutch head screws.

Don’t forget you can visit the Surrey Police 
website for crime prevention advice at any 
time (www.surrey.police.uk).

Join Neighbourhood Watch

NSO Rebecca Holder,
photo courtesy

Surrey Police

SECURITY
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 THE WORLD’S 
FAVOURITE 
COMEDY!

 MON 15 - SAT 20 APRIL
 MON - SAT EVES 7.30PM, WED & SAT MATS 2.30PM

               0844 871 7645*

www.atgtickets.com/woking* *fees apply

Kevin Hurley, Surrey’s recently elected Police & 
Crime Commissioner, has accepted an invitation 
from Woking’s Neighbourhood Watch movement 
to meet with him here in March.

This gives Watch Coordinators an excellent 
chance to inform him directly of what we all think 
are the important police priorities and issues that 
affect us in Woking.

Woking Association of Neighbourhood Watches 
(WAN) is extending attendance to anyone who 
lives in a Watch or who would like their road or 
estate to be covered by a new Watch. 

If this applies to you, WAN would like to invite 
you to this important workshop session, which 
is to be held on Monday, 11th March 2013. The 
workshop will start at 7.30pm in town. WAN 
wants to demonstrate that we are an engaged 
community in Woking, so please email: chair@
wanw.org.uk, or ring 764351 for an invitation.

Mr Hurley will also be explaining his objectives. 
WAN wants the session to be as interactive as 
possible, not a one-way dialogue, and to be able 
to feed back to him your ideas as well as finding 
ways to achieve the results we all want. 

To help you participate as actively as possible 
in the workshop, the Commissioner’s objectives 

are summarised below. He describes these as 
his guiding principles, on which he will elaborate 
at the workshop:

•   Take a Zero Tolerance Policing Approach. 
He plans to lead a relentless focus on those 
who blight our lives: anti-social louts, burglars 
and those dealing drugs to our young. The 
profits of their crimes are to be seized.

•   Visible street policing. He will use his 
experience to make savings on back office 
roles, to pay for officers on the street.

•   Putting victims at the centre of the Criminal 
Justice system. He will ensure that victims 
have a quality service, from reporting a crime 
to giving evidence. The professionals in 
the Courts and Police work for you, though 
sometimes they forget that.

•   Giving you the opportunity to have a greater 
say in how your streets are policed. He will 
set up local policing boards to bring officers 
closer to neighbourhoods. You will be able to 
participate and have your views heard.

•   Protecting your local policing. He will work 
with Police Chiefs improving the morale and 
ethos of service of your officers. He will do 
this by supporting them against unreasonable 

criticism and ensuring their efforts are valued. 
We cannot expect officers to take on criminals 
unless we back them.

•   Uncompromising in the standards you 
expect from your police. With public support 
comes an expectation that your police deliver 
a quality service. He will expect the Chiefs to 
inspire their staff and unlock their passion to 
deliver a professional, courteous and positive 
approach. You pay for it; you have a right to 
expect it.

WAN looks forward to hearing from you.

New Commissioner’s workshop visit

SECURITY

Kevin Hurley
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Chobham Road 
crossing update
The need for a pedestrian crossing on Chobham 
Road was recognised in 1998, since the road is 
dangerous and difficult to cross, but for various 
reasons, including lack of funding, this need has 
not been met yet. A recent petition in support 
of a crossing attracted 426 signatures and was 
presented to the relevant Council Committee on 
5th December, 2012, where it was well received. 
You can watch the presentation of the petition 
(item 4 on the agenda) and Surrey County 
Council’s (SCC) Local Sustainable Transport 
Fund’s (LSTF) update, where a proposed 
timescale for the crossing was presented 
(agenda item 11) on the webcast of the meeting 
via www.surreycc.gov.uk/webcasts.

The LSTF presentation by Paul Fishwick, Project 
Manager of the Fund, emphasised that the correct  
location must be found and agreed first. SCC 
proposed to conduct a survey in Spring 2013 to  
identify suitable locations that meet the guidelines  
in siting a controlled crossing on this type of road,  
and to consult the residents of the area, including  
Woking High School students and parents 
who currently cross, or are potential users of a 
crossing, if installed. We will keep in close contact 
with SCC during the survey and consultation 
process and urge all interested parties to express 
their preferences on the sites put forward. 
Following the consultation, the results would be  
presented to the relevant Committee in Sept- 
ember 2013. If the Committee agrees to proceed, 
the crossing would be designed during the winter 
of 2013, ready for installation in Spring 2014.
In the meantime, it is important to try to reduce 
the speed of traffic along this 30mph road. If 
you are willing to help, for example by being a 
Speedwatch volunteer, please contact Joyce 
Bianconi at jbianconi@virginmedia.com, who will  
co-ordinate volunteers.  A minimum of six volunteers  
are needed, one of whom will be the Police 
co-ordinator. Speedwatch volunteers do an hour’s 
training with the police and then go out in pairs 
with a speed gun to note down the registration 
numbers of those travelling over the speed limit. 
The police carry out speed enforcement based 
on Speedwatch data provided.

Finally, thank you to the people who helped in 
this campaign, in particular to Ben Carasco, SCC 
Councillor for Horsell who gave helpful advice 
and a lot of time.
Sara Bianconi

Tommy D teenagers 
volunteer in Kenya
Horsell teenager Rafaella Barratt will be travelling 
to a Kenyan orphanage with other members of 
the Tommy D group for bereaved young people 
in August. They are all fundraising to take part in 
the trip to visit and volunteer at an orphanage in 
Malindi and share their experiences. 
The Tommy D group is part of the Woking & Sam  
Beare Hospices’ counselling services and this is  
the first time such an expedition has been organised.
Rafaella, who is 18, is studying at Guildford 
High School with a view to studying medicine at 
university next year. 
“I lost my mum, Alison, to leukaemia in 2009,” 
she says. “The last few years have been tough, 
but with support from family, friends and Tommy 
D, I have learnt to cope with the loss. I can’t 
wait to go to Kenya, not only because I love 
helping other people or because it is such an 
exhilarating ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity, but 
because I think it will be amazing, and helpful 
for those involved, to share our experiences of 
bereavement with people who live such different 
lives to us. It will be interesting to go somewhere 
where bereavement is seen as such a common 
occurrence for young people and I think it may 
make us appreciate just how much we should be 
grateful for… So far I have been face painting, 
selling ukulele CDs, doing car boot sales and 
busking to raise funds for the trip.”
The group will visit The Children of the Rising 
Sun Orphanage, which homes 60 orphaned and 
abandoned children, led by Children’s Services 
Manager Julie Cole. She explained: “One of our 

duties will be to help cook the meals for 60 
children… We will also be assisting in the lessons 
at the attached orphanage school, working in the 
vegetable garden and other projects.”
Anything raised in excess of the project costs will 
be split between the orphanage and Woking & 
Sam Beare Hospices. Visit www.wsbhospices.
co.uk for further details or donate to the project 
via Julie’s Justgiving page www.justgiving.com/
juliedawncole-kenya

TRAVEL

Members of  
Tommy D group.

Rafaella Barratt

William and Lucy Bianconi 
near Chobham Road. 
Photo: Sara Bianconi

CREMONA
SCHOOL OF DANCE
HORSELL   MAYFORD   CHOBHAM

BALLET TAP
MODERN           JAZZ

GCSE DANCE
A traditional dancing school

Established 25 years
Children accepted from 3 yrs

Quality teaching
Excellent exam results

Fully qualified and CRB checked teachers

Tel:  01483-851212
dianacremona@hotmail.com

www.cremonadance.com
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At time of writing the Peterbus that provides a 
bus service to St Peter’s hospital is due to be 
withdrawn at the end of March. The only surprise 
to me is that it has lasted this long. It is horribly 
infrequent, meaning long waits at St Peter’s and 
on the way back (because it is a circular service) 
Horsell residents have an hour-long journey via 
Mayford and Goldsworth Park. 

Ideally, we should have a regular service in both 
directions but this is unlikely to happen, so how 
can we get to hospitals by public transport?

Ironically, the easiest hospital to get to is the one 
least used by Horsellites, namely Frimley Park. 
The number 48, which runs down Brewery Road 
and the High St  leaves here at 1037, 1237, and 
returns at 1330 and 1530, giving you two hours 
at the hospital. 

To get to St Peters will be more difficult, but 
there are a few options. When I was county 
councillor I campaigned for a new direct service 
from Woking to St Peter’s, which was duly 
delivered in the bus review. The 557 leaves town 
hourly and takes less than 20 minutes. Sadly 
the connections with our local services are not 
brilliant. On the outward journey, the connections 

are very tight. The 73 that leaves Ormonde Road 
at 0814 arrives at Cawsey Way at 0824, which 
means quickly crossing the road to catch the 
557 at 0828. Or take the 48 leaving the High St 
at 1017, 1217 and 1417, arriving at 22 minutes 
past. Quickly cross the road to catch the 557 at 
25 minutes past. 

In truth these connections are probably too tight 
to rely on so it is probably safer to walk in to town 
or catch one of the earlier Horsell buses and do 
some shopping in town. The 557 leaves Cawsey 
Way every hour between 0825 and 1425, taking 
less than 20 minutes to reach the hospital. There 
are later departures at 1541, 1640, 1750 and 
1900. Note that the 557 continues to Ashford 
hospital if you should ever need to go there. It 
takes just over an hour from Woking.

Unfortunately returning from St Peter’s is not 
much smoother. The number 557s leave the 
hospital at 54 minutes past the hour between 
0854 and 1454. There are later services at 1603, 
1710 and 1832, but these all arrive just after the 
73 has left for Horsell. However, there are four 
that connect to the 48s that leave Cawsey Way 
at 1032, 1232, 1432 and 1637. 

If you don’t have a concessionary bus pass then 
you can buy the Woking Travelwide ticket on the 
bus, costing £5 for adults and £2.50 for kids, 
valid after 0900 on all buses in Woking between 
Pirbright, Tesco Brooklands and St Peter’s 
hospital. 

It is also worth noting that the Heathrow coach 
service from the other side of the station calls 
at St Peter’s from 1850 until late, giving a fast, 
frequent service to and from the hospital during 
the evening.

The 446 also serves St Peter’s every 30 minutes 
from Woking, but it goes via Sheerwater and 
Addlestone and therefore takes nearly an hour, 
so I have not included it.

Travel to and from the Royal Surrey by bus is 
problematic from Horsell so the best bet is to get 
to Guildford bus or train station and then take the 
frequent number 5 to the hospital, returning on 
the number 4.

Timetables for all services can be found at: www.
Surreycc.gov.uk or phone Travel Line on 0871 
200 2233 (costs at least 10p/minute).

John Doran

Bus travel to hospitals from Horsell

TRANSPORT
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The Lightbox gallery and museum was awarded  
the Prime Minister’s Big Society Award in Dec- 
ember 2012. The award ‘recognises organisations 
and individuals who are doing exceptional work 
in their community, going above and beyond, to 
make things better for others’. 

Director of The Lightbox Marilyn Scott said: “We 
are delighted to have won a Big Society Award 
which reflects the tremendous endeavours of the 
volunteers who founded our organisation and 
our true values to serve our community.”

More than 150 volunteers help run The Lightbox, 
which is a registered charity. In 2012 The Lightbox’s  
volunteers also received The Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service for their ongoing dedication and  
commitment to The Lightbox.

Volunteers at The Lightbox provide over 8,000 
hours annually, in an impressive range of roles 
from greeting visitors, stewarding the galleries, 
curating and cataloguing the collection to  
assisting with workshops and special events.  
Without them, The Lightbox could not provide  
free public entry six days a week and welcome  
70,000 visitors annually. Before The Lightbox  
opened to the public in 2007, this volunteer  
group had campaigned for more than 10 years 
for a cultural centre in Woking, their work leading 
directly to the building of The Lightbox. 

If you would like to get involved with The Lightbox 
and gain experience in a nationally acclaimed 
gallery and museum, The Lightbox welcomes you.  
Some volunteers come in once a week, but others  
just help out whenever they can; it all makes a 
real difference. 

To find out more about volunteering contact Alison  
Guilfoyle on 01483 737804 or alison.guilfoyle@
thelightbox.org.uk

Exhibitions
A major retrospective exhibition featuring inter- 
nationally prized sculptor Dame Elisabeth Frink 
is currently taking centre stage until 21st April. 
Elisabeth Frink is widely considered the most 
celebrated female figurative sculptor in 20th 
Century Britain, whose career began with her 

studying here in Surrey at Guildford School of 
Art, where she discovered sculpture. This major 
retrospective exhibition, the first in over 25 years, 
brings together many of Frink’s most important 
works with photography, correspondence and  
personal items, a number of which will be displayed  
for the first time.

The spotlight will then turn to landscape gardener  
and craftswoman, Gertrude Jekyll, from 15th May 
to 8th September, in an exhibition that will explore 
the long and extraordinary life (1843-1932) of 
one of the most influential garden designers of 
all time. Although most well known for her garden 
designs, Jekyll, who lived in Surrey for most of her 
life, had a number of other talents. This exhibition 
will delve into her passions and explore her 
multi-talents as a musician, composer, political 
activist, interior and applied arts designer, artist, 
embroiderer, silversmith, botanist, herbalist and 
garden designer.

To find out more, call in at The Lightbox and 
pick up a ‘What’s On’ programme or visit www.
thelightbox.org.uk.

The Lightbox receives Big Society Award

THE ARTS

Elisabeth Frink, 
Riace Figure III, 
1986 © The Estate 
of Elisabeth Frink

Director Marilyn Scott 
holding Big Society 
Award with volunteers

Sir William Nicholson, ‘Gertrude Jekyll’  
circa 1920 © The William Nicholson Estate.  
Photograph © The Gertrude Jekyll Estate
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As you may be aware, the HRA is run by 
volunteers. So what do they do when they 
are not working on HRA business? We 
spoke to The Resident’s editor about her 
day job as a stained glass artist…

Lady with the lamps
Though she has spent many years in the 
publishing industry as a journalist and magazine 
editor, Linda Banks has a more creative side 
too, holding a joint BA (hons) degree in Art 
and English. As a student, she specialised in 
working with glass and went on to develop skills 
in traditional lead and copper foil techniques. 
Recently, she augmented these with fusing and 
etching before launching her business Orchid 
Stained Glass, which specialises in creating 
unique light shades, mirrors and windows.
Linda’s ethos is to combine art and artisan in her 
work, pushing the boundaries of centuries-old 
methods to make stylish new designs.
“I particularly enjoy using the copper foil 
technique, which was first popularised by the 
Tiffany Studios in the USA in the late 1800s,” 
she states. “It is a very labour-intensive process, 
with most shades taking a solid week or two to 
complete, depending on complexity. But the 
results are worth all the effort.
“I was delighted that my first shade, called 

‘Marbellous’ as it contains 1kg of clear glass 
marbles, was chosen for a prestigious glass 
exhibition currently on at Blackwell, The Arts & 
Crafts House, in Cumbria, by a panel including 
the curator of glass and ceramics at the V&A 
Museum.” 
That exhibition, ‘New Glass – Ancient Skill, 
Contemporary Artform’, aims to help keep 
traditional glass-working skills alive by bringing 
them to a wider audience and showing how old 
methods can be developed for today’s world.
With so many specialist glass courses being 
closed down in the last few years, it is even 
more important to ensure these techniques are 
not lost to future generations. Therefore Linda 
hopes to offer classes in copper foil later in the 

year. “There seems to be a revival of interest in 
terrariums for plants, so I thought people may like 
to learn how to make one,” she comments.
She will be opening her studio to visitors as part 
of the Surrey Artists’ Open Studios scheme on 
the weekend of the Horsell Garden Safari (15th 
and 16th June) and on 22nd and 23rd June, when 
you can come along and see work in progress 
and discover more about the processes involved.
Linda’s smaller pieces, including coasters, 
brooches and pen and business card holders 
are available to buy through The Lightbox 
shop. Tel: 07974 189219 or see more at: www.
orchidstainedglass.co.uk

Are you a local artist or do you have another interesting or unusual job?  
Why not tell us about it via: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

THE ARTS

Peacock shade; Steampunk shade; Marbellous shade. All designs and photos copyright Linda Banks
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Defending Horsell in WWII

HISTORY

As you drive round the roundabout at the bottom 
of Church Hill, perhaps you are unaware of the 
significance that the large oak tree there had for 
Horsell during the Second World War.
However, on 7th September 1940, it played its 
part as the muster point for the Horsell Home 
Guard when it was believed that a German 
invasion had begun and the invasion password 
‘Cromwell’ was passed to them from London.
It would today be regarded as an amber alert and 
not red but, in the confusion at the time, many 
local units misinterpreted the code as meaning 
invasion had started, when it actually meant 
invasion was imminent and to be alert.
London was heavily bombed that day by the 
largest Luftwaffe formations seen in the war so 
far and it was the turning point of the Battle of 
Britain. The Luftwaffe High Command decided 
on a change of tactics and, instead of targeting 
the RAF bases, concentrated one single massive 
attack on London thinking this would help clear 
the way for invasion.
We all know the outcome today, but at the time 
it was believed that the Germans had invaded 
and it was down to the local Home Guard to 
hold back the invasion force as best they could. 
Comprising WWI veterans, young men below 
the age of enlistment into the army and men 
employed in war work, Horsell’s Home Guard 
took up the cause.
It had been agreed that should St Mary’s church 
ring its bells, that being the invasion warning, 
every man should meet at the old oak tree on 
the corner of Brewery Road and Arthur’s Bridge 

Road and hold up the enemy. So when St Mary’s 
rang its bells that evening, not one man failed to 
turn up.
It was around tea time on a Saturday so most 
were available and not at work, but at that 
moment in 1940 the men did not know the 
outcome and were prepared to stand up against 
the might of a German invasion force. Many had 
no more than a pitch fork and the only known 
survivor Derrick Clewley was armed with his 
father’s bean sticks, taken from the garden as he 
ran to his position.
At the time Derrick was convinced German 
Panzer tanks would be appearing from Brewery 
Road as part of the invasion force. With the 
church bells still ringing, the Home Guard 
manned their position for hours until they were 
told to stand down much later that night. However, 
they were still under the notion that an invasion 
was happening somewhere in the British Isles 
but that it had not yet reached Horsell, so no one 
slept easy that night!
The following morning news started to get through 
that maybe it was a false alarm, and another old 
veteran from Old Woking remembered the stand 
down for Old Woking did not come officially until 
late Sunday evening.
This was only the second invasion threat to the 
British Isles since the Spanish Armada in 1588.
In all likelihood had that Panzer tank rolled 
down Brewery Road, the men would have stood 
little chance of surviving and Hitler had already 
made a declaration that he would not accept any 
member of the Home Guard as a member of the 

British Armed Forces and as such they would be 
treated as a resistance movement and shot. 
Perhaps it would be fitting for a small plaque to be 
placed by the tree to highlight what it stood for in 
1940 to remember these men and what they were 
prepared to do for their village. Luckily the new  
roundabout was specifically positioned to preserve  
the tree, as it has a tree preservation order.
Kevin Smith

Background
The formation of the forerunner of the Home Guard, the Local Defence Volunteers, was announced on the BBC on 14th May 1940, a week after 
Winston Churchill became Prime Minister and a month before the evacuation of Dunkirk. It was a volunteer force and attracted men of all ages and 
from all backgrounds. Within two days 400 had signed up at Woking and on 7th June, Horsell members were asked to meet in the Village Hall to 
finalise arrangements. The ban on the ringing of church bells except to signify an airborne invasion came into force on 13th June but there were a 
number of false alarms. The name Home Guard was officially adopted on 31st July 1940, and code words and guidelines for action were laid down. 
Woking’s Battalion was one of 13 under South-Eastern Command; Aldershot District, Blackdown Sub-District and Horsell’s men would have formed 
one or more of the battalion’s companies. They were involved in a mock battle at Mizen’s Farm in 1941, along with all the other Woking platoons, 
Canadian, Polish and Free French troops, including an assault by Polish manned Bren carriers.  
Other organised units on the home front were the ARP, the air raid precautions officers, who enforced ‘lights out’ and served in the event of air 
raids, and the fire guards, who took note of buildings at risk and were ready to watch and warn. The father of Marion Field, the local author, lived 

in Orchard Drive and kept detailed reports of his watches, which are 
now in the Surrey History Centre, and from which Marion Field quotes 
in her book ‘Woking: the way we were’.
A number of Home Guard units served other parts of Woking, partic- 
ularly industrial sites such as James Walker and the Electricity Works. 
Eventually, with the rest of the force, Woking Home Guard was stood 
down on 31st December 1944, disbanded a year later, re-formed in 
1952 on a limited scale and finally disbanded in July 1957.
Rosemary and Richard Christophers 
Woking History Society
Sources: 
Paul Crook ‘Surrey Home Guard’, Middleton Press, 2000.  This refers to a projected  
book by Andy Stevens, ‘Stand to Woking’, but 12 years later it has still not 
appeared and his collection of photographs is now at the Surrey History Centre.
Surrey History Centre
Marion Field ‘Woking: the way we were’, Fort Publishing, 2005.

Do you have any recollections of the Horsell Home 
Guard or World War II and its effects? Please let us 
know here at The Resident.

Derrick Clewley in 2007 by the oak tree, 67 years after 
he stood at the same tree as a 16-year-old to protect the 
village. Photo: Natalie Smith. Inset: Derrick in his youth.
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This is a précis of a speech by Lilli Spires 
(15), who is in year 10. It was the winning 
entry in the Woking branch of the Rotary 
Club Senior Youth Speaks competition.

The Semi-Naked truth
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. However, 
when the beholder is 1.4 billion households, it’s  
hard to pinpoint the exact measurements of 
cosmetic perfection. However, it’s often known 
to be the generic, glassy-eyed, flawless image 
you see every day in advertisements, magazines 
and films. It is forced into our minds, and sticks 
there, like hair in chewing gum.

I suppose it all starts with Barbara Millicent 
Roberts, but you know her better as Barbie. 
Swanning around in her ridiculously high pink 
heels, she is what every little girl aspires to be 
- very blonde, very tanned, very tall and very... 
busty. According to the media, she is the image 
of perfection. However, to be her measurements 
we would require a 20” waist and a 29” pair of 
hips. Also, if our height were scaled in relation to  
Barbie’s, we would be a truly Amazonian 7ft tall.  
It’s remarkable how we can know these grotesque  
figures and yet still allow the sale of these dolls. 
They give a disgusting idea of body image to 
impressionable children and, what’s more, this 
image of beauty is on our televisions too.

If you watch any reality television programme, 
you will always see the Barbie doll-like women 
that appear on the shows. They have flawless 
skin (composed almost entirely of makeup), tight 
dresses and tans so fluorescent they shine like 
lighthouses in the bright lighting. They are perfect 
pillars of beauty – but how can young girls aspire 
to emulate them? Whatever happened to the 
young girl who ate well, occasionally went without 
makeup and wasn’t afraid to get her hands dirty? 

It appears that they have been swallowed by the 
images created by media.

In the past, women admired the extraordinary  
beauty of Marilyn Monroe. Now they are subjected  
to the tangerine colour of celebrity skin. Where 
we once had sleek, chic Audrey Hepburn, we now  
have clashy, trashy, lamé gold dresses. Where is 
the class of past? Where are the Grace Kellys, 
the Elizabeth Taylors, and the Sophia Lorens of 
this modern age? Granted, they were chosen for 
their beauty, but at least they had natural curves, 
not those created by surgery or treatments. At 
least they had natural coloured skin and although 
they did wear makeup, it enhanced, instead of 
covered.

We have lost touch with what is natural in our 
forms. It is NATURAL to have a size 14 body. 
It is NATURAL to eat well and enjoy food and 
it is NATURAL to be ‘imperfect’ in some way. 
There is nothing wrong with wanting to change 
something about yourself: perhaps changing the 
colour of your hair or trying to do more exercise 
to burn off those Christmas pounds. But no one 
should feel that they have to look a certain way 
to look beautiful. In recent years, the self-confi-
dence of teenagers has plummeted and a huge 
percentage of young girls questioned said that 

they would consider plastic surgery to alter their 
bodies. Surely this cannot be acceptable!

Of course I would never say that appearance 
isn’t important - it is, and looking good and feeling 
good is fundamental to our health and lifestyle. 
But our obsession with beauty in the media is 
not only unnecessary but harmful and we should 
all be aware of how we are being manipulated. 
In the words of Jim Morrison: “Whoever controls 
the Media, controls the mind.”

WOKING HIGH SCHOOL

Lilli goes forward with her classmates Mason 
Waller (Chair) and Ben Keynes (Vote of Thanks) 

to compete in the Surrey District Round.
Photo: Sally Savory

Our vicar is leaving!
On 1st April, 1996 the Reverend Rod Jones 
was instituted as vicar of Horsell at St Mary’s 
church. There will be many in the village who 
remember the occasion. On 7th April 2013 he 
will conduct his last services before embarking 
on a new phase of life: retirement.

Rod has proved to be an able and inspiring 
preacher and teacher. He has been steadfast 

in support and encouragement of others 
working in the church and community. His 
kindness and sensitivity are also greatly 
valued. In addition, he has a seemingly 
inexhaustible supply of the most awful jokes!
We will miss Rod enormously and will always be  
very grateful for all he has done for us. We wish  
him and Rosie the very best for the future.
Barbara Brown 
Churchwarden



 

 
 

Houses and 
Bungalows, 

we sell them all 
in Horsell. 

Horsell Market 
Specialists 

Call us now for your 
next move. 

Tony Lynch has personally been selling 
properties in Horsell for 30 years — not 

many can say that!  
Call me now for experience you trust on 

01483 772000. 

www.HousesInHorsell.com 
If you have already instructed another agent to act on your behalf please do honour the terms of the agreement you have signed to 
avoid the possibility of paying two fees.  
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Horsell Market Specialists - Past, Present and Future 


